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AS WE SAY FAREWELL 

 

 

Julio Sorjús 

TRF, Trustee 2012-16 

 

Dear Rotary Foundation Coordinator, Virpi 

 

Dear Convener, Aarno 

 

Dear Rotary authorities, 

 

Dear fellow Rotarians and guests,  

 

My heart is full of joy this morning on the conclusion of this magnificent Multi 

District Foundation Seminar so well organized by Aarno and his team. 

We have shared much of the richness of Rotary during these magic days. 

 

This has been a beautiful symphony of love and service. 

 

An old proverb states: “What a great joy it is to have friends coming from afar: 

the whole world is our family.” This saying expresses well the spirit of hospitality 

and the philosophy of peace that so clearly characterize our great organization. 

 

As we leave, we find ourselves committed to advance the Object of Rotary, and 

to support our Foundation through our deeds and actions, our financial 

resources, and tireless hands-on work.  

 

Who can tell what deep and unspoken hopes are in the hearts of each one of 

you? 

 

Who can set limits to leaders enjoying such wealth of loyalty, talent, experience, 
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insight, enthusiasm and determination? 

 

You and I should ask ourselves:  who owns the future of Rotary? 

 

I believe the future of Rotary belongs to those who blend enthusiasm, vision, 

attitude and aptitude into a personal strong belief in Rotary, and then act 

accordingly.  

 

Therefore we cannot wait! We cannot turn back! We cannot afford to wait! 

 

I am certain, my Fellow Rotarians, that we will never let Rotary down! 

 

My friends, let us start anew with strong impetus. 

 

Let’s firmly join hands to fulfil our dreams of a better world! As the Spanish 

playwright Calderón de la Barca wrote: “For even in dreams, a good deed is not 

lost”. 

 

As we write the first lines in an entirely new chapter in the history of the human 

race, we don’t have, we don’t have, one single moment to waste. 

 

Times are challenging. The stakes are high. 

 

We are living through difficult, stressful and uncertain conditions. 

 

Let’s take advantage of our contagious call to serve! 

 

Let’s venture on! 

 

Each one of us holds a personal vision of Rotary. 

 

Each one of us would explain differently his or her experiences of service, of 

kindness, of involvement, which go far beyond each individual’s limits. 

 

Each one of us, in his or her own way, helps to write the history of service and 

good in the world devoting their time, energy and effort to serve. 

 

One day, at the end of the journey, we will find yourselves in a position to look 
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back and think: “I wrote a line in the history of service and good in the world.” 

The day may come when we will write a complete paragraph, or even a whole 

chapter in the great world book of Service Above Self. 

 

We are all aware of the need to strengthen our resources and effectiveness 

through the strong links provided by our organisation and its Foundation. 

 

Plus, we all agree that we need to continue to attract top business and 

professional people to our organization. 

 

We all agree that our passion and eagerness to provide selfless service is the 

unique tool through which we can attain our ultimate goals. 

 

We all agree that we will not be judged by our words, or our beliefs, but by our 

actions and deeds.  

 

We all agree that in our troubled world, with such a demand for action and so 

much want and despair, the presence of Rotary and its Foundation is absolutely 

necessary. 

 

We all agree that our organization, the fraternal association that we love, loses 

all life and meaning when we only think of ourselves and only care for ourselves. 

 

We know that to succeed, we must improve our plans and projects, and that we 

must renew our faith with a strong commitment to integrity, respect and team 

work, wherever we go, wherever we live, wherever we lead. 

 

Please, accept the responsibility of going back to your respective clubs, to share 

and extend there, through love and leadership, the prodigious wealth of ideas 

and messages contained in our meeting during the last two days. 

 

My friends, there is so much left to be done! 

 

Let’s make sure that every year, every day, and every hour of our lives, count 

for something! 

 

Let’s not waste our energies. The needs of the world might never be totally met 

or satisfied during our life time, but as Rotarians we know that much can be 
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done, and, my friends, we are committed to do it. 

 

We all agree that we can achieve a lasting effect on the lives of those who are 

in dire need, on the lives of the underprivileged and the downtrodden, grisly 

imprisoned in their own limitations. 

 

Human lives are short, but we can live own our life with purpose, love, and joy, 

under our motto Service Above Self, being a Gift to the World. 

 

We must begin our actions just now. And Now, my friends, occurs only once! 

 

Will we be satisfied with the wonderful achievements of our organization during 

its one hundred years plus of life, or will we take our hats off to the past and 

our coats off for the future? 

 

Let’s together renew our solemn pledge to create a better tomorrow! 

 

We cannot fail to act! 

 

In closing, I would like to quote the late Past President of Rotary International 

Richard Evans: “This is our time, our day, our generation, our one chance to do 

something for somebody else. This is it. This is life. It’s all we got. And it’s 

passing”. 

 

May you be blessed with health, dedicated leadership and continuous success 

as you provide Service Above Self being a Gift to the World. 

 

Thank you very much for your attention and wonderful hospitality. 

 

 


