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Julio Sorjús 

TRF, Trustee 2012-16 

 

 

“Whether or not to support the Rotary Foundation” 

 

 

Dear Rotary Foundation Coordinator 

  

Dear Assistant Coordinator,  

 

Dear Endowment, Major Gift Advisors 

 

Dear fellow Rotarians and guests,  

 

 

I am really proud and honored to see in this distinguished audience so many 

Rotary leaders assembled in a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. 

 

It is good being here in Tahkovuori, sharing together Rotary’s ideals, 

expectations and hopes with the 6 Finnish Districts of Rotary International.  

 

For everyone, this meeting offers an excellent opportunity for learning more 

about opportunities that The Rotary Foundation gives to better serve, through 

thick and thin, our brothers and sisters in dire need and, in the process, become 

better Rotarians doing all the good we can. 

 

The sad but simple truth is that we live in a troubled society currently 

experiencing a major crisis, at a time not only of financial strife but also where 

violence seems a grim norm. 

 

This current situation reminds me of what Charles Dickens wrote in 1859 in his 

book “A tale of two cities”: “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, 

it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of 

belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the 

season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.” 
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It is hard to say, but let’s keep this in mind: 

 

Our planet has been described as choosing to live in darkness at noonday, as 

we live in a global community that to a large degree lacks a sound set of moral 

values, beliefs, or principles in a world of abject poverty, patchy access to 

education with a long standing regional conflicts and war which emotionally are 

triggering deep anxieties and chilling fears around the world.  

 

We can dream as much as we want about a bright new world in peace, but 

unless we are willing to work hard for it, walking together, hand-in-hand, 

emotionally connected, as service-minded Rotarians, recognizing that a holistic 

effort is needed, we shall never, we shall never attain our cherished dreams to 

track down opportunities to reach peace.   

 

Because if not us, who? Who, my friends will take action. 

 

Let’s remember that every minute counts and time is inexorably running out! 

 

May I remind you that our motto Service Above Self is our essential belief, 

nested with our mission values, which requires not only compassion and 

concern, but also self-sacrifice, humility, solidarity, perseverance, adaptability, 

accountability, engagement, tolerance, wisdom, purpose, love, passion, 

determination and self-discipline to fully fulfil our pervasive aim for an 

achievement of our educational and humanitarian goals. 

 

Past President of Rotary International Nitish C. Laharry from India once stated: 

“We all first come to Rotary with the spark of service already within us, to 

discover oneself, to develop your power and to demonstrate your purpose.” 

 

Therefore, all that is needed is that sparkle to be kindled in the very hearts of 

our fellow human beings, and, then, the power that lights the path of selfless 

service, will, eventually, make the world a better place to live. 

 

But, let’s remember as Paul Harris once said, that to be relevant, Rotary is 

always evolutionary and sometimes revolutionary as it is always welcoming new 

ideas and refreshing thoughts, in the context of loving and selfless efforts, aimed 

at transforming the bleak and vast wastelands of poverty, want, and war.  

 

In the light of our values, we cannot be indifferent, deaf and blind to the urgent 

and crucial needs of our fellow human beings as we cannot opt at all for moral 
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neutrality, when it comes to help the needy, the distressed, the powerless, the 

most vulnerable… 

 

My friends, we cannot ran away! We cannot close the door of our hearts! 

 

In the midst of the tragic absurdity of growing international tensions, terrorism, 

havoc and chaos, let’s proclaim a new bright dawn, let’s all have the courage to 

Be a Gift to the World as a new beginning is steadily emerging, clear and bright, 

through the grey mist and spray on the horizon. 

 

Do you know that, unfortunately, despite Rotary efforts, still: 

 

- 2,5 billion people don’t have a proper toilet. 

- 750 million drink polluted water 

- A child dies every 90 seconds from poor sanitation 

 

What can we do, as proud, resilient, curious, innovative, critical and intensely 

engaged committed Rotarians? 

 

How can we lead boldly by example to position Rotary as a distinct, trusted and 

strong global identity philanthropic brand in the minds of the public that will 

certainly help to increase our fundraising? 

 

What can Rotary do to shape the future, driving broad, long-term social goals, 

facing the sombre reality of critical global challenges, such as climate change, 

access to education, economic inequality, mad terrorism or widespread hunger? 

 

To accomplish these challenges The Rotary Foundation, humanitarian and 

educational programs of service, provide adequate resources, communications, 

information, inspiration and opportunities to achieve a deep and sustainable 

impact to tackle on the very roots of the social issues afflicting mankind. 

 

As RI President Ed Cadman once said: “You are the key!”, the basic asset of our 

Foundation is formidable: more than one million two hundred thousand 

Rotarians, change makers, coming from every ethnic origin, cultural 

background, race, religion and creed making up our unique world family of 

fellow servers interested in social issues of long-term sustainability looking to 

improve millions of lives.  

 

Through our sensible, emotional, passionate, genuine and generous personal 
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involvement as well as our continuous financial support to The Rotary 

Foundation, we do acquire the resources that could make a huge difference, 

bringing joy and dignity into the lives of others in need. 

 

Starting on 1 July 2013, being Rotary and its Foundation, as I said, incessantly 

evolutionary, the Future Vision Plan offers a new and vast universe of service. 

This universe includes District Grants and Global Grants with 6 areas of focus, 

that is: Promoting peace, Fighting disease, providing clean water, saving 

mothers and children, supporting education and growing local economies. 

 

These are all tools conceived for achieving greater worldwide exposure and 

effectiveness, truly making a real difference, on a larger scale than ever before, 

for the most people in need. 

 

But, let’s keep in mind that all the service projects of The Rotary Foundation 

depend upon one basic factor: the amount of money contributed by Rotarians 

and non-Rotarians. 

 

Therefore the joy of giving to The Foundation should become a regular, 

permanent non-stop habit, knowing that the more we give, the better off we 

are, as my friends, there are realms of gold, hidden deep in the human heart. 

 

This is what Juliet said to Romeo: “My bounty is as boundless as the sea, the 

more I give to thee, the more I have.” 

 

We know that nowadays more and more people are giving, while living, because 

they know that a life greatly lived is marked not by what we achieve for 

ourselves by but what we can give to others, remembering Winston Churchill 

who said: “We make a living by what we got, but we make a life, by what we 

give.” 

 

Therefore, your personal financial support is absolutely essential; it matters a 

lot and makes the good work of our Foundation possible. Simply ask yourself: 

If I don’t do it, who will? If not us, who? Who, my friends?  

 

That is why each Rotarian, Rotary Club and District must consider, let me 

repeat, must consider, supporting The Rotary Foundation to the best of their 

financial ability, because, let’s not forget, that with the resources we receive we 
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always do well, by doing good. 

 

Mother Theresa of Calcutta once reflected: “We ourselves feel that what we are 

doing is just a drop in the ocean. But the ocean would be less, if that drop were 

not there”. 

 

The world needs enthusiastic Rotarians, do-gooders, cosmic helpers, trusted 

dreamers who proceed to action, and who are never tired of serving generously 

to reach out to those who are in need, regardless of the challenges ahead, 

always looking for creating lasting positive impact and change, because, my 

friends, as Desmond Tutu once said: “We are made for goodness.” 

 

The current daunting challenges of our planet should not limit our donations or 

sowing pessimism in our minds and hearts as we strongly refuse to believe that 

the bank of giving is bankrupt!   

 

Allow me at this point to ask you a fundamental question: have our effective 

altruism reached a final limit? 

 

Has The Rotary Foundation, the miracle of the twentieth century in words of 

PRIP Bill Huntley -which is the genius and heartbeat of Rotary- reached its 

ultimate peak in terms of growth and achievement? 

 

In terms of the Annual Fund: has every member of the Rotary family in these 

Finnish districts been advised of the urgent need for their participation? 

Remembering that this Rotary’s year’s goal set by the Trustees for the Annual 

Fund is collecting, at least, 130 million dollars.  

 

Can we dream of having more Major Donors, and at higher levels? 

 

Will we increase the numbers of members of the Paul Harris Society, pledging 

$ 1.000 every year? Will we reach out to more Benefactors? or becoming a 

member of the Arch Klumph Circle or of the Bequest Society as our legacies will 

positively affect others, when we are gone? 

 

How to boost the funding to Endowment Fund knowing that the great us of life 

is to spend it for something that will outlast it? 

 

The Rotary Foundation Trustees in the last October meeting established many 

other goals for the Rotary year 2016-2017 year of our Foundation Centennial 
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that we will celebrate in the Atlanta Convention: 

 

1.- Every Rotarian to make a personal contribution in honour of The Rotary 

Foundation Centennial. 

2.- 100 new donors per district 

3.- 100 new PHF per district 

4.- 100% participation of districts in the Paul Harris Society 

5.- 100 new Bequest Society members per district 

6.- 100 new Major Donors per district 

7.- 100 new Arch Klumph Society members globally 

 

On the other hand a comprehensive 300 US$ millions fund-raising goal for 2016-

17 including contributions to the Annual Fund, Endowment Fund and Polio Plus 

Fund. 

 

How will each one of us need to contribute to reach that goal? 

 

How can we inspire action to contribute to our Foundation? 

 

Taking into account that currently less than 30% of Rotarians support our 

Foundation. Wow! We have another 70% to persuade to contribute knowing 

that charities, that are close to the heart, are a primary motivation for 44% of 

donors, and let’s never forget that word of mouth influence, still matters! 

 

If not now, when? When, my friends, knowing that giving transcends, who we 

are. 

 

Allow me to share with you the dream to see our Endowment Fund where our 

gifts already reached last June over one billion dollars in assets and expectancies 

could reach 2 billion US dollars by 30 June 2025. 

 

You may be aware that our Foundation received close to nine million dollars in 

2014-15 through on-line donations, with over 39,000 contributions originating 

from everywhere in the Rotary world. 

 

Since our first donation of 26,50 US dollars in 1917 to our Foundation, how to 

increase and improve our resources amounts to a personal responsibility and 

common enthusiastic motivation of every single Rotarian, as according with an 

old saying we cannot sow with a closed fist, knowing that transparency, 

accountability, impact and better understanding of how funds are used, are 
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absolutely essential, to attract potential donors. 

 

Statistics prove that 85% of donors cite the impact achieved by their giving is 

positively influencing their decision to contribute.  

 

Through technology we get a chance to see, feel and assess the impact of our 

projects, changing lives around the world and the matchmaking power of our 

web creates networks of a sea of donors, who otherwise would have no way of 

finding one another. 

 

Today’s donors don’t want to give in isolation as by connecting drops of giving, 

technology is connecting givers to create our ocean of change over the world. 

 

More and more human beings have decided that life means more than mere 

survival, or the mere pursuit of wealth. 

 

A growing number of human beings are desiring to participate in hands-on 

projects and seek personal involvement with their giving, realizing that life is 

not a goblet to be drained, but a measure to be filled. 

 

For too long, I sense an edge of darkness and immense pain on the horizon, a 

sense of loss and humiliation. 

 

For too long, I sense there is terrible loneliness, emptiness and aimlessness in 

modern life. 

 

For too long, most people simply accept the world, suffering weakness of will 

and therefore sadly never commit themselves to change it. 

 

Today, for too long, our society is overwhelmed by individualism, consumerism 

and greed in a culture of waste! 

 

Many individuals simply kill time and burn money, in meaningless activities that 

leave nothing but boredom and banality. 

 

My fellow, leading by example, Rotarians, as we look beyond ourselves, bringing 

hope, reaching within to embrace humanity, we refuse, in magical connection, 

to accept what I call “the leprosy of the soul”. 

 

If each one of us lovingly contributes a bit of caring, a bit of hope, a bit of 
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sharing and a bit of dreaming, we all together will, certainly, make, a positive 

and lasting, difference. As Bernard Shaw once said: “This is the true joy in life: 

being used for a purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one.” 

 

In our philanthropic journey, wide-awake in our hearts, enduring with patience 

and overcoming with love, let’s make room for social conscience, for the lovingly 

purpose of creatively enhancing society with a long-term vision, even when the 

complexity and severity of the world’s social problems may look to us 

overwhelming. 

 

Just drowned in our thoughts, we cannot blindly wait in silence nor stand idle 

through the night of despair of our brothers and sisters in need. 

 

My fellow Rotarians, let’s triumph over inertia and darkness! Let’s not wait a 

simple moment to improve the world! 

 

Let’s follow our Rotary dream of service and giving as Rotary has inspired us to 

live outside ourselves! 

 

Don’t wait to open your eyes, when the light has already faded! 

 

Yes, my friends, being as we are privileged, let the joy of giving and serving, in 

an atmosphere of love begin now! Delay no longer, because giving is a journey, 

a calling, a way of living, it is life, turning our beliefs and values into action and 

impact! 

 

Yes, my fellow Rotarians, have not a single doubt, the time to give and serve is 

now! 

 

We are keenly aware that we will share this world, with excitement and tears, 

for only a brief period of time, as death is the certain destination we all share. 

 

We don’t know, for sure, as pilgrims crossing the river of death, when the strings 

of our violin will gather dust, or when our footprints will no longer mark a road, 

but we know that if we spend our present time wisely, we will make a lasting 

and sustainable impact on the lives of many human beings, who are in dire need 

of each and every one of us.  

 

It was the great Gandhi-ji who once said: “My life is my message”. 
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Let’s ponder: 

 

Is our life, our message? 

  

I do wish to thank, every single one of you, for committing your life, with iron 

will and hope in your hearts, to change lives, improving the global human 

condition, with tenacious intensity, zest and enthusiasm because, my fellow 

Rotarians, after all, mankind is our business. 

 

Even better, you and I, deeply in our hearts, know that we all will continue to 

serve better than ever before, to give voice, care and love to the quiet hope of 

millions, millions who live in bitter distress and whose dreams for a better life 

would sadly die, without our generous helping hand. 

 

May peace be with you, today and forever after, while in the lotus garden of our 

hearts, we can hear playing, the farewell sounds of the bagpipe. 

 

My fellow Rotarians, Let’s Be a Gift to The World Serving Humanity! 

 

Thank you very much, from the bottom of my heart! 


